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the west. The Baltic was its northern limit and in the south a long
line of Roman block-houses reminded all newcomers that they
were entering upon a forbidden territory.
The western part of this southern region was mountainous.
First there were the Ardennes, the Rhine Highlands, and the
Vosges, on the western bank of the river Rhine. Then, going from
west to east, came the Black Forest, the Jura Mountains of Ger-
many, the Erz (or Iron Ore) Mountains (present-day Bohemia),
the Riesengebirge, and finally the Carpathians, which stretched
almost as far as the Black Sea.
The rivers in this territory were forced to flow northward. In
order of their appearance from west to east there was first the
Rhine, the subject of innumerable songs and legends, the river
over which people have fought and wept more copiously than
over any other mountain stream. For the Rhine is really a very
modest little river. The Amazon is over five times as long. The
Mississippi and Missouri are six times its length, and even the
Ohio, which Americans do not consider much of a river as rivers
go, is five hundred miles longer. Then comes the Weser River,
with the modern city of Bremen near its mouth. Then the Elbe,
which has made Hamburg what it is to^-day. Then the Oder,
which gave rise to the city of Stettin, the export harbour for the
products of the town of Berlin and its industrial hinterland.
Finally there is the Weichsel or Vistula, with the city of Danzig,
which is now a free state ruled by a commissioner appointed by
the League of Nations.
Millions of years ago this northern territory was covered with
glaciers. When they retreated they left behind them a large, stony
waste, which towards the North Sea and the Baltic degenerated
into a trackless morass. Gradually these northern marshes
developed a fringe of sand dunes, and these dunes reach almost all
the way from the Flemish coast to Konigsberg, the old Prussian
capital near the Russian frontier. As soon as these dunes had
developed, the marshes began to enjoy a certain protection from
the tides of the ocean. That meant the beginning of vegetation,
and as soon as the soil had been prepared for timber the forests
appeared, those same forests which, converted into peat fields,